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dents or indisposition. When Abbe Alary expressed
regret that he had not had himself bled to reduce
a violent fever, Louis XV replied: "I have never
been bled, my blood-vessels are sound, and besides
it would cause a lot of talk in Paris" An appetite
like Louis XIV's, he stayed for a long time at table,
overate and liked game and beef and pastry; he
was always interested in food.

If the king reviewed his troops he also had to
command them in time of war, know strategy ,> be
able to talk to the generals in charge and give out
an opinion or advice or a -wise reflection. It was
by no means enough to have excellent military
leaders; so, from the month of September 1721,
Louis XV took part in the attack and defence of a
fort between Montreuil and Versailles. His eyes
never left the movements of the regiments and
followed every phase of a sham siege with its
trenches, attacks, cannon-fire, mines, surprising of
convoys, helping of the wounded and final capi-
tulation. Certain dispositions being badly chosen,
spectators had their horses burned by the blank
bombs, or were bruised by them. So the young
king's education followed a methodical course;
bodily and mental excercise went hand in hand,
leaving little room for laziness and indolence. If
that education had not been excellent, if it had been
continually interrupted on the most frivolous pre-
texts, if, as so many historians maintain, Louis XV* s
youth had been spent in idleness and neglect, we
should never possess the remarkable letters written
by him in the course of a long reign; or the lucid
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